238                                VENETIA.
'Indeed!'
' They have lived, of late, at Weymouth, for the benefit of the sea air.'
'I hope neither Lady Annabel nor her daughter needs it ?' said Lord Cadurcis, in a tone of much feeling-. '   ' Neither now, God be praised!' replied Masham ; * but Miss Herbert has been a great invalid.'
There was a rather awkward silence. At length Lord Cadurcis said, * We meet rather unexpectedly, my dear sir.'
* Why, you have become a great man,' said the Bishop, with a smile; ' and one must expect to meet you.'
* Ah ! my dear friend/ exclaimed Lord Cadurcis, with a sigh, ' I would willingly give a whole existence of a life like this for one year of happiness at Cherbury.'
4 Kay!' said the Bishop, with a look of good-natured mockery, ' this melancholy is all very well in poetry; but I always half-suspected, and I am quite sure now, that Cherbury was not particularly adapted to you.'
4 You mistake me,' said Cadurcis, mournfully shaking Ids head.
4 Hitherto I have not been so very wrong in my judgment respecting Lord Cadurcis, that I am inclined very easily to give up my opinion,' replied the Bishop.
* I have of ben thought of the conversation to which you alliide,' replied Lord Cadurcis ; ' nevertheless, there is one opinion I never changed, one sentiment that still reigns paramount in my heart.'
* You think so,' said his companion; but, perhaps, were it more than a sentiment, it would cease to flourish/
* No,' said Lord Cadurcis firmly; 4 the only cireumstance in the world of which I venture to feel certain is my love for Venetia.'
4 It raged certainly during your last visit to Cherbury,' said the Bishop, 'after an interval of five years; it has been revived slightly to-day, after an interval of three more, by the sight of a mutual acquaintance, who has reminded you of her. But what have been your feelings in tlta